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Opportunity:

92% of new fiber connections 
will be for rural and small town 
schools

Status:

At least 89% of schools have 
the fiber connections needed to 
meet bandwidth targets

Opportunity:

$27M in E-rate funds are 
available to support Wi-Fi 
networks in New Mexico

Status:

61% of school districts have 
accessed their E-rate budgets for 
Wi-Fi networks

Opportunity:

256,100 more students will 
have enough bandwidth for digital 
learning if affordability target 
is met

Status:

0% of school districts are 
meeting the $3/Mbps Internet 
access affordability target

61+3961% 0+1000%
Fiber Wi-Fi Affordability

Opportunities for action

The Clovis Municipal School District can attribute a measurable increase in reading and math proficiency to 
the digital curriculum offered by Pearson’s SuccessMaker. The virtual program adapts to individual student 
needs, using multimedia to create engaging courses in core subjects.

Why high speeds matter
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I have always believed that every child can 
learn – no matter his or her circumstances 
or background. But as leaders, we must 
also give our students the tools they need 
to succeed. In 2015, that means providing 
every school with access to high-speed 
Internet.

K-12 connectivity status

New Mexico can connect all students if they close the fiber gap, put Wi-Fi in every classroom, and make broadband affordable.

Source: USAC Form 471 2015/2016 E-rate applications, n=57 of 89 school districts, n=523 of 760 schools, n=225,932 of 308,593 students

Appointed a leader to drive K-12 broadband initiatives

Authorized $50M over a five-year period to improve K-12   
broadband infrastructure

Set statewide K-12 connectivity goals

Gov. Martinez is taking action to upgrade schools

Minimum Goal
100 kbps 

per student

65+3565%

65% of school districts in New Mexico are 
ready for digital learning today. To meet 
2018 demand, the typical school district in 
New Mexico will need to grow bandwidth 
at least threefold.
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K-12 Connectivity in New Mexico New Mexico



About the metrics 
The metrics in this snapshot are based on verified E-rate data from over 6,781 school districts representing nearly 51% of school districts in 
the U.S., 52% of schools, and 53% of students in America’s K-12 public schools. 

K-12 connectivity status

This metric shows the percentage of school districts in the state meeting the Federal Communications Commission’s (FCC) Internet access 
goal. 

• The Minimum Goal metric measures the percent of school districts meeting the FCC’s 100 kbps/student goal (we have not included 
staff in our analysis). This metric should be viewed as a minimum Internet access threshold that all school districts must achieve in 
order to implement digital learning.

EducationSuperHighway is the leading non-profit focused on upgrading the Internet access in every public 
school classroom in America. We believe that digital learning represents an unprecedented opportunity to 
provide every student with equal access to educational opportunity and that every school requires high-speed 
broadband to make that opportunity a reality.

Fiber

These metrics assess the availability of 
scalable infrastructure in the state and 
the opportunity presented for rural and 
small town schools. The FCC’s goal is 
for every school to have a broadband 
connection capable of scaling to 
10 Gbps. Today, only fiber optic 
connections are capable of meeting 
that goal. When fiber optic connections 
are too costly, other technologies such 
as fixed wireless can be used as an 
interim substitute for smaller schools.

• Status: We estimated the percent 
of schools that have a fiber optic 
connection (or other suitable 
technology) capable of scaling 
to meet the school’s projected 
broadband need in 2018. 

• Opportunity: The FCC provided 
states with an opportunity to build 
fiber to meet the broadband needs 
of rural and small town schools. The 
opportunity metric estimates the 
percent of new fiber connections 
that would connect schools in rural 
and small town locales if the state 
connects all of their schools to fiber.

Wi-Fi

The FCC provided every school district 
with a $150 per student total “Category 
2” budget from 2015-2019 to put Wi-Fi 
in its classrooms. These metrics profile 
the extent to which a state has taken 
advantage of these new resources.

• Status: We calculated the percent 
of school districts in the state that 
requested any of their $150 per 
student budget in 2015. There are 
many valid reasons a school district 
may not have applied for Category 2 
E-rate funds in 2015, so this metric 
should be used to determine if the 
state may need to inform school 
districts that these resources are 
available.

• Opportunity: We calculated the total 
Category 2 budget remaining for 
2016-19 in the state after subtracting 
funds requested in 2015 and 
subsequently applied the aggregate 
state discount rate of school districts 
requesting Category 2 services.

Affordability

The affordability of broadband is one 
of the major roadblocks preventing 
school districts from meeting 
the FCC’s Internet access goals.                          
$3/Mbps represents a price at which 
the E-rate program can support all 
school districts meeting the FCC’s 
2018 goal of 1 Mbps/student and is a 
price already being achieved by over 
32% of school districts purchasing 1 
Gbps or more of Internet access. 

• Status: We calculated the percent 
of school districts in the state that 
are paying less than $3/Mbps for 
Internet access. Internet access 
includes both ISP costs and the cost 
of transport between the school  
district and the ISP.

• Opportunity: We calculated the 
additional number of students in 
the state who would meet the 100   
kbps/student goal if school districts 
that are not meeting the $3/Mbps 
target price today and not meeting 
the 100 kbps/student goal were to 
use their existing budget to purchase 
Internet access at $3/Mbps.


